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a country lane in Kent in 1996, said: "This is emphatically not a case of a man with a dangerous personality disorder being generally ignored by agencies or left at large without supervision."
He added: "We have made criticisms, some of them in strong terms, but we are unable to say that the murders could have been avoided by a better standard of care in these respects."
Mr Francis said Mr Stone was "among the most difficult and challenging" patients and had a combination of problems: "a severe antisocial personality disorder, multiple drug and alcohol abuse, and, occasionally, psychotic symptoms consistent with adverse effects of drug misuse and/or aspects of his personality disorder."
There was no suggestion that he was deprived of any service that would have made him less of a danger to the public, Mr Francis said. The Mental Health Alliance, a coalition of 78 mental health bodies, said: "Michael Stone had a range of mental health and substance misuse problems. He sought help but was lost between health, criminal justice, and substance misuse services. This is an all too common problem."
The government has dropped plans to allow people with dangerous personality disorders who are untreatable to be detained indefinitely even if they have committed no crime. Those who had opposed the change contended that the definition of "treatability" is wide enough to allow many people-and certainly those like Mr Stone who ask for help-to be sectioned under the Mental Health Act for treatment.
